
Bird Endemism 
in Mindanao 

Silvery Kingfisher Ceyx argentatus 
Endemic to Greater Mindanao 
Photo by Alain Pascua 



Contents 
 What is endemism? 
 Why is it so important? 
 Why are some species endemic? 
 Levels of endemism 
 Conservation status 
 Endemic birds of Mindanao 

Black-and-cinnamon Fantail Rhipidura nigrocinnamomea 
Endemic to Mindanao 
Photo by Adri Constantino 



What is endemism? 
 A species is endemic when it is restricted to a particular 

area 

Source: Google Earth. Image Landsat . Data SIO, NOAA, Nave, NGA, GEBCO. Image IBCAO 



Source: Google Earth. Image Landsat . Data SIO, NOAA, Nave, NGA, GEBCO. Image IBCAO 

Vietnam* 
Area: 331.120 Km2 

Number of Birds:  820 
Number of endemic birds: 10 

1,2% 

Philippines** 
Area: 300.000 Km2 

Number of birds: 673 
Number of endemic birds: 234  

34,7 % 

What is endemism? 

Malaysia* 
Area: 329,847km2 

Number of Birds:  695 
Number of endemic birds: 6  

0,8 % 

Borneo‡ 

Area: 743.380 km2 

Number of Birds:  669 
Number of endemic birds: 52  

7,8 % 

*   Source:  Birdlife International, www.birdlife.org 
** Source: WBCP 2013 Checklist 
‡    Source: Philipp’s field guide to the birds of Borneo  



Why is endemism important? 
 

Source: Myers, N., R.A. Mittermeier, C.G. Mittermeier, G.A.B. da Fonseca & J. Kent (2000): Biodiversity hotspots for conservation priorities. Nature 
pp: 853-858 



Source: Dr. Martin Jakobsson, Stockholm Geo Visualization Lab. 
http://simpleclimate.wordpress. com/category/paleoclimate/ 

Ice age glaciations    Interglacial period 

Source: Google Earth. Image Landsat . Data SIO, NOAA, Nave, 
NGA, GEBCO. Image IBCAO 

Why are some species endemic? 





 



 Greater Luzon  
 Mindoro 
 West Visayas 
 Greater Mindanao 
 Sulu Islands 
 Greater Palawan 

 
And several sub-regions, e.g.:    
Batanes Group, Babuyan Group, 
Lubang, Romblon & Tablas, Sibuyan, 
Siquijor and Camiguin Sur  

 

Faunal Regions in 
the Philippines 



Luzon Bleeding-heart 
Gallicolumba luzonica 

Sulu Bleeding-heart 
Gallicolumba menagei Mindanao Bleeding-heart 

Gallicolumba criniger 

Mindoro Bleeding-heart 
Gallicolumba platenae 

Negros Bleeding-heart 
Gallicolumba keayi 

Bleeding-heart Pigeons 



Species Range* 
 

 Migrant     110 
 Resident      425  
 Resident    181  
 Endemic    234 
 Near endemic   10 

 Resident/migrant      27 
 Other     111 
 Accidental    105 
 Status unknown   4 
 Extinct in the Philippines   2 

 Total      673 

* Source:  WBCP  2013 Checklist 
Red-eared Parrotfinch Erythrura coloria 
Endemic to Mindanao 
Photo by Adri Constantino 



Levels of endemism 
 Non-endemic 

Little Egret 
Egretta garzetta 
Resident and migrant populations 



Levels of endemism 
 Near-endemic 

 10 species 

Reddish/Philippine  
    Cuckoo-dove 
Macropygia tenuirostris 



Levels of endemism 
 Non-endemic 
 Country-endemic / Philippine endemic 

 234 species for the Philippines 

Philippine Duck 
Anas luzonica 



Levels of endemism 
 Non-endemic  
 Country-endemic / Philippine endemic 
 Greater island / Ice age island endemic 

 51 species for Greater Mindanao 

Mindanao Tarictic Hornbill 
Penelopides affinis 



Levels of endemism 
 Non-endemic 
 Country-endemic / Philippine endemic 
 Greater island / Ice age island endemic 
 Island endemic 

 20 species for Mindanao Island 

Blue-capped Wood-kingsfisher 
Actenoides hombroni 



Levels of endemism 
 Non-endemic 
 Country-endemic / Philippine endemic 
 Greater island / Ice age island endemic 

Zamboanga Bulbul 
Ixos rufigularis 



Range of two species 
Eurasian Treesparrow 
Passer montanus Zamboanga Bulbul 

Ixos rufigularis 



Threat categories 
Not threatened 

 
 
 

 LC – Least Concern 
 NT – Near Threatened 
 

 

Zamboanga Bulbul 
Ixos rufigularis 

Zamboanga Bulbul Ixos rufigularis 
Endemic to Greater Mindanao 
Photo by Sylvia Ramos 



Photo by Sylvia Ramos 

Blue-capped Wood 
Kingfisher 
Actenoides hombroni 
Vulnerable 
Endemic to Mindanao 

Number of IUCN threatened species:  81 
52 Vulnerable, 14  Endangered and 15 Critically Endangered 

Near Threatened 63,  Data Deficient 5 



Birds endemic to Mindanao 
Bagobo Babbler Leonardina woodi LC 
Cryptic Flycatcher Ficedula crypta LC 
Black-and-cinnamon Fantail Rhipidura nigrocinnamomea LC 
Olive-capped Flowerpecker Dicaeum nigrilore LC 
Mindanao White-eye/Black-masked White-eye Lophozosterops goodfellowi LC 
Cinnamon Ibon Hypocryptadius cinnamomeus LC 
Rufous-headed tailorbird Phyllergates heterolaemus LC 
Mindanao Lorikeet Trichoglossus johnstoniae NT 
Mindanao Racquet-tail Prioniturus waterstradti NT 
Mindanao Scops-Owl Otus mirus NT 
McGregor's Cuckoo-shrike Coracina mcgregori NT 
Slaty-backed Jungle-Flycatcher  Rhinomyias goodfellowi NT 
Apo Myna Basilornis mirandus NT 
Grey-hooded Sunbird Aethopyga primigenia NT 
Apo Sunbird Aethopyga boltoni NT 
Lina's Sunbird  Aethopyga linaraborae NT 
Whiskered Flowerpecker Dicaeum proprium NT 
Red-eared Parrotfinch Erythrura coloria NT 
Mindanao Pygmy Babbler Dasycrotapha plateni NT 
Blue-capped Wood-Kingfisher  Actenoides hombroni VU 

Mettalic-winged Sunbird Aethopyga pulcherima 
Endemic to Greater Mindanao 
Photo by Adri Constantino 



Apo Myna 
Endemic to Mindanao 
Photo by Sylvia Ramos 

Cryptic Flycatcher Ficedula crypta 
Endemic to Mindanao 
Photo by Sylvia Ramos 

Grey-hooded Sunbird Aethopyga primigenia 
Endemic to Mindanao 
Photo by Tonji Ramos 

Mindanao Lorikeet Trichoglossus johnstoniae 
Endemic to Mindanao 
Photo by Ivan Sarenas 

McGregor’s Cuckoo-shrike Coracina mcgregori 
Endemic to Mindanao 
Photo by Sylvia Ramos 

Mindanao Pygmy-babbler Dasycrotapha plateni 
Endemic to Mindanao 
Photo by Tonji Ramos 

Mindanao Raquet-tail Prioniturus waterstradti 
Endemic to Mindanao 
Photo by Sylvia Ramos 

Mindanao White-eye Lophozosterops goodfellowi 
Endemic to Mindanao 
Photo by Tonji Ramos 

Olive-capped Flowerpecker Dicaeum nigrilore 
Endemic to Mindanao 
Photo by Sylvia Ramos 

Whiskered Flowerpecker Dicaeum proprium 
Endemic to Mindanao 
Photo by Sylvia Ramos 



With a big thanks to 
the photographers 
 Adrian Constantino 
 Alain Pascua 
 Ivan Sarenas 
 Sylvia and Tonji 

Ramos 

Rufous-headed Tailorbird 
Endemic to Mindanao 
Photo by Sylvia Ramos 



Questions? 
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Mindanao Blue Fantail Rhipidura superciliaris 
Endemic to Greater Mindanao 
Photo by Alain Pascua 

http://www.birdwatch.ph/
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